ST

AT

70
T Lo
Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CIA-RDP80M01133A000800090015-8

DCI/IC 75-023
12 April 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dirvector of Central Intelligence
SUBJECT: Perspectives: 1975+1995

1. Attached are notes fram .
which mark beginning responses to your urging that we sndeaver
to peer a little further jato the more distant future tham the five-
Year span we currently consider in Perspectives. I am assumin
the central part of your coacern is that we -- the Intellizence
Commaunity -- cmcmmwzmmm 1985 thas

decisions of & far-reaching nature had been made, say, in the
summer of 1975 which have turned out to be short-sighteod and efi
the mark. And for thia Teason you would like to come up with samne
reasonably logical, albeit highly speculative, assumptions v to vrhat
the world could loak like 20 years frem now. (My fathe:r used to tay:
“If my front sight were as 890d as my hindsight, I wouldn't 4o the

things I do by a damn 1) Obviously a tough order, anc i'm.
afraid |_y—ﬂgh1have not sven deated the problem: vet - - 1o

alone penetrate it.

2. This clearly is & problem for the NIO's, and thwy. too, wil
need all the help they can get, A possible concept could be for ea-h
O to take three or four of the major problems/trends/issues in his
spective area, add 20 years and simply speculate what theze
oblems /trends/issucs could look like at that time. Add a sepaz ste

agraph or 50 on possible technalogical breakthroughs and one 1
universal issues of energy shartage, pellution, and food vs ov:r-
n, and we probably will have gone as far as we dage. Th:

may still be something We cannot use, but we will onlv iknoy-

3. May I suggest this as a subject for your upceming maeeting
with the NIO's this Mondsy afternoon?
B SIGNED
) ) Samuel V. Wilsen
FEE R VU = Lieutenant General, USA
- Deputy 2o the DCI for the
Intelligence Community
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